
Letter to St Patrick’s Parishioners 

 

21
st
 April 2020          Letter No 5 

Dear Parishioners, 

We are in the second week of Easter, celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus, our Lord and Saviour.  

However, like the disciples who were behind locked doors when Jesus appeared, we continue to be 

in government mandated lockdown for another month, after which the situation will be reviewed.  

For us, as disciples of Jesus, going into lockdown and practicing social distancing are charitable 

acts which help prevent the spread of the corona virus which has claimed the lives of thousands of 

people throughout the world. We do not know how long Covid-19 will be with us.  What we do 

know is that Jesus is the light of the world and we, people of faith, live in the light of his 

resurrection. As St Augustine said, “We are an Easter people and ‘Alleluia’ is our song”. 

On Thursday 16
th

 April, the Ministers Fellowship in our area came together via Zoom, through the 

Internet, to pray together for the people in our area, especially the vulnerable in our Aged Care 

Facilities, and for all people throughout the world who have contracted the virus and those 

mourning the death of loved ones.  Also remembered in prayer were those who have lost their jobs 

in this time of economic uncertainty due to the spread of the virus.  

During the past two weeks people who are not included in any government monetary help have lost 

their jobs. These people are asylum seekers and refugees. The Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) 

Australia, as a matter of urgency, is calling on the Federal and State governments to extend a vital 

safety net to everyone living in the Australian community, regardless of their visa status, during 

the COVID-19 pandemic. At the same time JRS and the House of Welcome at Granville are trying 

to provide assistance to them, as we are trying to do here at St Patrick’s.  These people in our 

community do not have access to Centrelink, Medicare, the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS). 

We Australians take these benefits for granted.  The Lord hears the cry of the poor. Blessed be the 

Lord. [Psalm 34] 

We live in the ‘Lucky Country’. How can we share who we are and what we have with those who 

have come to our shores seeking safety and peace?  The Lord, speaking through the prophet Micah, 

gives us a clue: …‘this is what the Lord asks of you: only this, to act justly, to love tenderly and to 

walk humbly with your God’. [Micah 6:8] 

Next Saturday, ANZAC Day, Mass will be live streamed at 9 am and on Sunday we will be live 

streaming the 8 am Mass. 

Go to the website to see what might be happening. At the moment, we are looking at the possibility 

for you to have a Zoom catch up with us.  

Let us continue to pray for each other and all those throughout the world suffering through this 

pandemic. 

Yours sincerely            

      

       

Father Peter Blayney       Sister Helen Cunningham 



Parish Priest        Pastoral Associate 


