Catho

Rev. Fr. Peter Blayney - Parish Priest
Rev. Fr. Treesen Silva - Sri Lankan
Chaplain and Assistant Priest
Sr. Helen Cunningham OP - Pastoral
Associate
Parish Office: 32 Calliope Street
Guildford NSW 2161
Parish Office Telephone: 9632.2672
Email:
admin@guildfordcatholicchurch.org.au
Website:
www.guildfordcatholicchurch.org.au
Manning Foundation: 0497 973 311

27 & 28 December 2025

ic Parish of St Patrick Gui

Est. 1933

To Live, Love and Act
Like Jesus

dford

Parish Office Hours:

i Monday-Thursday: 8:30am to 3:00pm
Closed daily: 12:30pm to 1:00pm

St. Patrick’s Primary School
Principal: Mr. Steven Jones

Phone: 8728.7300

Email:
stpatsquildford@parra.catholic.edu.au
Website:

www. stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph — Year A

WEEKLY TIMETABLE
Sunday Masses:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30pm
Sunday: 8:00am and 10:00am
Weekday Masses:
Tuesday: 9:15am
Wednesday: 9:15am
Thursday: 9:15am
Friday: 9:15am
Sacrament of Penance
Saturday: 4:30pm to 5:15pm

Eucharistic Adoration:
Friday: After the 9:15am Mass, for one hour,
concluding with Benediction

@ Mass Intentions @'

Recently Deceased:
Robert Nasr, Indrani Rodrigo, Elisapeta
Atuvasa Tuufui, Sapina Kolokimoana
Mosei, Frank Maher, Madeline Leslie,
Susan Rowan, Daniel Tui

Anniversaries:
Dyan Rivai, Lay Kwong Fah, Taleb, Rose &
Joe Nasr, Patrick Michael Mockler, Rose
Watts, Thomas Lay, John D’Silva, Felix
Gonsalves, Edy Hitanaya, Albert Hitanaya

Deceased:

Julian Attard, Boutros, Annie & George
Boutros, All Deceased Members of the
Nasr & Boutros Families, Modesta Padillo,
Arquipo Padillo, Sebastian Lobo, Rima &
Bassima Hanna & Family, Peter, Janette,
Eid, Katia & George Majed & Family, Elias,
Tony, Peter, Tony & Family, Adriano “Doel”
Ponla, Gloria Abaquita, Mamerta
Cabuenas, Abiwahab & Bechara Families,
Jeanette Love, Danielle Jan Abaquita,
Danilo Abaquita, Serinuss Fernando, Holy
Souls in Purgatory

Baptisms: Please contact the

Parish Office by telephone
(9632.2672) to arrange a
Baptism. Baptisms are held

every 2nd and 4th Sundays of
the month at 11:15am, or during
any Sunday Mass, to be
negotiated with the Parish Priest.
Baptism Preparation will be
explained when you contact the
Parish Office.

PARISH PRAYER

Loving God we thank you for being with us
always. Open our hearts to hear your voice.

Help us, Lord, to make this Parish a place of
mercy and hope, where all feel welcomed,
loved, respected, forgiven and encouraged.

In your love and wisdom, help and guide all
of us to be good ambassadors for Christ, both
in service to others and in proclaiming the
Gospel.

Send your Holy Spirit among us Lord so that
we may be filled with your grace and peace as
we go about our lives in this world.

We pray in the name of Jesus.

Amen



LITURGY OF THE WORD
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS,

MARY & JOSEPH —YEAR A

1ST READING: SIRACH 3:2-6, 12-14
A reading from the Book of Ecclesiasticus

The Lord honours the father in his children, and
upholds the rights of a mother over her sons.
Whoever respects his father is atoning for his sins, he
who honours his mother is like someone amassing a
fortune. Whoever respects his father will be happy;
with children of his own, he shall be heard on the day
when he prays. Long life comes to him who honours
his father, he who sets his mother at ease is showing
obedience to the Lord. My son, support your father in
his old age, do not grieve him during his life. Even if
his mind should fail, show him sympathy, do not
despise him in your health and strength; for kindness
to a father shall not be forgotten but will serve as
reparation for your sins.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: PS 127:1-5

Response: Happy are those who fear the Lord and
walk in his ways.

O blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways!

By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
You will be happy and prosper. R.

Your wife like a fruitful vine

in the heart of your house;

your children like shoots of the olive,
around your table. R.

Indeed thus shall be blessed

the man who fears the Lord.

May the Lord bless you from Zion
all the days of your life! R.

2ND READING: COLOSSIANS 3:12-21
A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Colossians

You are God's chosen race, his saints; he loves you
and you should be clothed in sincere compassion, in
kindness and humility, gentleness and patience. Bear
with one another; forgive each other as soon as a
quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven you; now you
must do the same. Over all these clothes, to keep
them together and complete them, put on love. And
may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because
it is for this that you were called together as parts of
one body. Always be thankful.

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a
home with you. Teach each other, and advise each
other, in all wisdom. With gratitude in your hearts sing
psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God; and
never say or do anything except in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
him.

Wives, give way to your husbands, as you should in
the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and treat them
with gentleness. Children, be obedient to your
parents always, because that is what will please the
Lord. Parents, never drive your children to
resentment or you will make them feel frustrated.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: COLOSSIANS 3:15, 16

Alleluia, alleluia!

May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
and the fullness of his message live within you.
Alleluia!

THE GOSPEL: MATTHEW 2:13-15, 19-23
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 'Get up,
take the child and his mother with you, and escape
into Egypt, and stay there until | tell you, because
Herod intends to search for the child and do away
with him." So Joseph got up and, taking the child and
his mother with him, left that night for Egypt, where
he stayed until Herod was dead. This was to fulfil
what the Lord had spoken through the prophet:

| called my son out of Egypt.

After Herod's death, the angel of the Lord appeared
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 'Get up, take
the child and his mother with you and go back to the
land of Israel, for those who wanted to kill the child
are dead'. So Joseph got up and, taking the child and
his mother with him, went back to the land of Israel.
But when he learnt that Archelaus had succeeded his
father Herod as ruler of Judaea he was afraid to go
there, and being warned in a dream he left for the
region of Galilee. There he settled in a town called
Nazareth. In this way the words spoken through the
prophets were to be fulfilled:

He will be called a Nazarene.

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Loving God, help
us to live as
the holy family,
united in respect
and love for
all people.

May we always be

thankful.




PARISH NOTICES

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: During the month of
January 2026 there will be no Eucharistic
Adoration after the 9:15am Mass on Friday
mornings.

THE 9:15AM TUESDAY MASS: The 9:15am
Tuesday Mass will be cancelled from Tuesday,
13 January 2026 to Tuesday, 27 January 2026
inclusive while Fr. Treesen is away. The 9:15am
Tuesday Mass will recommence on Tuesday,
3 February 2026.

NO MORNING TEA AFTER 10:00AM MASS
NEXT SUNDAY: Please note that Morning Tea
will not be held after the 10:00am Mass next
Sunday.

CHANGE OF PARISH OFFICE OPENING
HOURS: From the beginning of 2026, the Parish
Office will be closed on Fridays. While our Parish
Secretary, Jo Cartwright, will not be in the office on
Fridays, Fr. Treesen, Sister Helen and myself may
be there but this cannot be guaranteed due to
other pastoral duties. Contact can be made via the
usual channels: telephone (leave a message),
email or the parish website contact form. Parish
Office hours will continue to be Monday to
Thursday, 8:30am to 3:00pm. ~ Fr. Peter Blayney

SMART TAP TO DONATE DEVICE is installed
inside the church near the front glass doors. The
Smart Tap can be used to make donations to the
parish. There are four options from which to
choose when making a donation: $5.00, $10.00,
$20.00 or “Other Amount” (selected by the donor).
This way of donating has been used regularly by
parishioners and visitors. On behalf of the Parish
Finance Committee, | thank everybody for their
generosity.

MASS INTENTIONS: To prevent confusion and
assumptions, could parishioners clearly identify if a
Mass intention, for publication in the Bulletin, is
either Recently Deceased, Anniversary or
Deceased. It would also be helpful if names were
printed clearly on the envelope. Printed envelopes
are available at the back of the Church. Thank you
for your co-operation.

CHURCH CLEANLINESS: A friendly reminder to
keep the house of the Lord clean by taking all your
rubbish with you at the conclusion of Holy Mass —
this includes all used tissues. Thank you for your
co-operation.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: Will be held in the
Confessional Room every Saturday from 4:30pm
to 5:15pm.

T,

DIOCESAN NOTICES

MIGRANT JUBILEE CROSS VISITS THE
DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA: To mark the end of
the Jubilee Year, the Vatican’s Migrant Jubilee
Cross will be visiting several parishes in the
Diocese of Parramatta from 5-11 January. For one
week, the Diocese of Parramatta will come alive
with celebrations that recognise the faith, gifts and
resilience of migrant communities who have
enriched our parishes, schools and communities.
Bring your friends and family to experience the
Migrant Jubilee Cross Pilgrimage at a parish near
you. Learn more at: parracatholic.org/migrant-
jubilee-cross.

SING A NEW SONG MUSIC WORKSHOP FOR
CHILDREN - 21 JANUARY:: Do you have a child in
Year 4-127 Invite them to come along to our
‘Sing A New Song Holiday Music Workshop’, for a
fun day of singing and exploration of sacred music.
The workshop will be held on Wednesday,
21 January from 9:30am to 2:00pm at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral Hall, Parramatta. Morning tea and lunch
provided. Student participants will form a choir that
will sing at the Solemn Mass at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral Parramatta on Sunday. 25 January at
11:00am. To register, please visit: https://
forms.office.com/r/OURuFAeThA.

ROSARY MAKING WORKSHOP - 9 FEBRUARY:
Come along for a fun evening of community and
crafting rosary beads that will then be donated to
the sick and dying in hospitals across our Diocese.
The craft evening will be held on Monday,
9 February at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre,
Blacktown. Costs are $5.00 per person — payable
on arrival (includes all materials). To register
and for more information, please Vvisit:
parracatholic.org/rosary-workshops.

DIOCESAN WORLD DAY OF THE SICK -
11 FEBRUARY: A Mass for the World Day of the
Sick, including the Sacrament of the Anointing of
the Sick, will be held at 11:00am on 11 February
2026 at St. Patrick’s Church, Mary, Queen of the
Family Parish, Blacktown. All are welcome,
including those who may be sick, and those who
care for the sick and dying and health care
professionals. To register, please Vvisit:
parracatholic.org/events/diocesan-world-day-of-
the-sick-mass/.

DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA TRIBUNAL
OFFICE: The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the
Diocese of Parramatta offers advice and assistance
regarding marriage annulments and dissolution of
marriages. Interviews are preferably conducted in
person with Zoom and telephone interviews in
special circumstances. The Tribunal Office will be
closed from COB Tuesday, 23 December and
will reopen on Monday, 5 January. Please
contact the Tribunal Office on 8838.3480 or email:
tribunal@parracatholic.org.



DIOCESAN AND COMMUNITY NOTICES

SANTO NINO FIESTA SINULOG 2026 -
18 JANUARY: The Devotees of the Holy Infant
Jesus — Santo Nino — invite you to attend the
2026 Fiesta Sinulog on Sunday, 18 January at
St. Patrick’s Church, Mary Queen of the Family
Parish, Blacktown at 2:00pm. All devotees, please
bring your Santo Nino statues. Novena Masses will
be held between 8-16 January at 7:00pm at the
parishes of St. Clair-Erskine Park, Penrith,
St. Marys, Rooty Hill, Winston Hills, Plumpton,
Marayong, Quakers Hill and Kellyville. For
more information, please contact the
Blacktown Parish on 9622.1125 or email:
blacktown@parracatholic.org.

LITURGICAL MINISTRY FORMATION COURSE
RETURNS FOR 2026: The Liturgical Ministry
Formation Course will be returning in February
2026. To avoid disappointment, please send
signed enrolment forms to ofw@parracatholic.org
before Friday, 23 January. Please Vvisit:
parracatholic.org/liturgical-ministry-course for
more information about this course.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT CATHOLIC CARE
EMERTON! Catholic Care is looking for volunteers
to help at their Walk-In Centre in Emerton on
Tuesdays to Thursdays. Volunteers would assist
welcoming people into the drop-in centre, greeting
clients for counselling appointments, assisting the
local Aunties’ yarning and art gatherings, reception
of the OzHarvest food delivery and overall
assistance with Catholic Care projects and
programs. For more information, please contact
Catholic Care on 8843.2500.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT CATHOLIC CARE’S
MAMRE CRECHE: Are you great with young kids?
Catholic Care is looking for friendly, caring
volunteers to support staff during créche sessions
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10:00am to
2:00pm at Mamre House, Orchard Hills If you
enjoy spending time with young children (aged 0-5)
and have a few hours to spare, we'd love to hear
from you. Volunteers will need to obtain a Working
with Children Check and Police Check. To help
make a difference in the lives of local families,
call Catholic Care on 8843.2500.

CATHOLIC FAMILY HOLIDAY PACKAGES IN
JANUARY 2026: Encounter nature’s beauty and
connect with other Catholic families these summer
holidays at the Mary MacKillop Spirituality Centre,
Central Coast. Enjoy a week-long holiday from
Sunday, 11 — Sunday, 18 January while nourishing
your mind and body with activities for the whole
family. Packages start from $170.00/day per adult
and include accommodation, some meals and daily
spiritual programs. Spaces are limited, so visit:
https://mmsm.org.au/events/catholic-summer-
family-holiday-packages/ for more information
and to book your stay.

POSITION VACANT:

Catholic Chaplain — Catholic Care Western
Sydney and the Blue Mountains

More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs.

BE A STRONGER YOU - FREE
EMPOWERMENT COURSE FOR WOMEN -
BEGINNING FEBRUARY 2026: Catholic Care has
partnered with Survivor Voice Australia to run a
free six-week empowerment program for women
who have experienced domestic violence and
abuse. The program will start in February 2026 in
the Blue Mountains. Contact Catholic Care to
express your interest: 8843.2500.

VOLUNTEER COMMUNICATORS NETWORK:
Are you savvy with a camera, writing or social
media? We want to hear from you! Share your
interest with us to support our storytelling in
Catholic Outlook, our websites and social media.
Name/contact details are required:
parracatholic.org/communicators.

FR. JOSEPH LAM BOOK ON POPE LEO XIV:
Fr. Joseph Lam, Parish Priest at the Parish of
Baulkham Hills, has produced a new book that
explores the traces of St. Augustine in the words
and messages of the successors of St. Peter since
2005: Benedict XVI, Francis and Leo XIV. The
book is $45.00, with proceeds to help the
renovation of the old heritage building at Baulkham
Hills. To pre-order the book, please contact:
admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au.

LOW COST COUNSELLING SERVICES: Catholic
Care Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains
provides low cost and affordable counselling
services for individuals seeking support. Whether
you’re looking for general guidance or assistance
with specific challenges like grief, loss, or family
matters, Catholic Care is here to help. Call
Catholic Care on 8843 2500 for a friendly chat
today.

MOUNT SCHOENSTATT MONTHLY SHRINE
TIME FOR YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS: Join
us for Monthly Holy Hour for youth and young
adults at the Schoenstatt Shrine, Mulgoa, every
fourth Sunday of the month for praise, worship,
silence, prayer, reflection and benediction at
the Shrine. There is the opportunity to go
to confession and there is a small social
gathering afterwards. For further information
please contact Sr. M. Rita via:
srrita@schoenstatt.org.au or 0493 026 628.
Web: https://schoenstatt.org.aul.
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