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20 & 21 December 2025
4th Sunday of Advent — Year A

WEEKLY TIMETABLE
Sunday Masses:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30pm
Sunday: 8:00am and 10:00am
Weekday Masses:
Tuesday: 9:15am
Wednesday: 9:15am
Thursday: 9:15am
Friday: 9:15am
Sacrament of Penance:
Saturday: 4:30pm to 5:15pm

Eucharistic Adoration:
Friday: After the 9:15am Mass, for one hour,
concluding with Benediction

@ Mass Intentions @

Recently Deceased:
Indrani Rodrigo, Elisapeta Atuvasa Tuufui,
Sapina Kolokimoana Mosei, Frank Maher,
Madeline Leslie, Susan Rowan, Daniel Tui,
Souraya Hassan

Anniversaries:
Joe Nasr, Patrick Michael Mockler, Rose
Watts, Thomas Lay, John D’Silva, Felix
Gonsalves, Edy Hitanaya, Albert Hitanaya,
George Ghosn & Deceased Family

Deceased:

Rima & Bassima Hanna & Family, Peter,
Janette, Eid, Katia & George Majed & Family,
Elias, Tony, Peter, Tony & Family,
Adriano “Doel” Ponla, Gloria Abaquita,
Mamerta Cabuenas, Abiwahab & Bechara
Families, Jeanette Love, Danielle Jan
Abaquita, Danilo  Abaquita, Serinuss
Fernando, Margaret & Hugh Munro, Francis
Oliver, Edgar Montclar, Tokavahua, Falaeo &
Faupala Families, Joseph Kusitino Tukana &
Family, Soane & Doris Kikanoi & Family,
Katalina Lea’Kina Tuini Fatu & Family, Petelo
Sanele Tui & Family, Sononefa, Falakiko,
Leaha, Joselito & Keletaona Families,
Eukalio, Palemila & Tokavahua Families,
Kalala Kamilo Gata & Family, Eukalio,
Palemila, Suliana & Fugolei Families
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Parish Office Hours:

Monday-Thursday: 8:30am to 3:00pm
§ Friday: 8:30am to 2:00pm

St. Patrick’s Primary School
Principal: Mr. Steven Jones

Phone: 8728.7300
stpatsquildford@parra.catholic.edu.au

Website:
www. stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au

Baptisms: Please contact the

Parish Office by telephone
(9632.2672) to arrange a
Baptism. Baptisms are held

every 2nd and 4th Sundays of
the month at 11:15am, or during
any Sunday Mass, to be
negotiated with the Parish Priest.
Baptism Preparation will be
explained when you contact the
Parish Office.

PARISH PRAYER

Loving God we thank you for being with us
always. Open our hearts to hear your voice.

Help us, Lord, to make this Parish a place of
mercy and hope, where all feel welcomed,
loved, respected, forgiven and encouraged.

In your love and wisdom, help and guide all
of us to be good ambassadors for Christ, both
in service to others and in proclaiming the
Gospel.

Send your Holy Spirit among us Lord so that
we may be filled with your grace and peace as
we go about our lives in this world.

We pray in the name of Jesus.

Amen



1ST READING: ISAIAH 7:10-14
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, 'Ask the Lord your
God for a sign for yourself coming either from the
depths of Sheol or from the heights above.' 'No,' Ahaz
answered 'l will not put the Lord to the test.'

Then Isaiah said:

'Listen now, House of David: are you not satisfied with
trying the patience of men without trying the patience
of my God, too? The Lord himself, therefore, will give
you a sign. It is this: the maiden is with child and will
soon give birth to a son whom she will call Emmanuel,

a name which means "God-is-with-us".

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: PS 23:1-6

Response: For you, O Lord, my soul in stiliness
waits, truly my hope is in you.

The Lord's is the earth and its fullness,
the world and all its peoples.

It is he who set it on the seas;

on the waters he made it firm. R.

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?
Who shall stand in his holy place?

The man with clean hands and pure heart,
who desires not worthless things. R.

He shall receive blessings from the Lord
and reward from the God who saves him.
Such are the men who seek him,

seek the face of the God of Jacob. R.

2ND READING: ROMANS 1:1-7
A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been
called to be an apostle, and specially chosen to
preach the Good News that God promised long ago
through his prophets in the scriptures.

This news is about the Son of God, who, according to
the human nature he took, was a descendant of
David: it is about Jesus Christ our Lord who, in the
order of the spirit, the spirit of holiness that was in
him, was proclaimed Son of God in all his power
through his resurrection from the dead. Through him
we received grace and our apostolic mission to
preach the obedience of faith to all pagan nations in
honour of his name. You are one of these nations,
and by his call belong to Jesus Christ. To you all,
then, who are God's beloved in Rome, called to be
saints, may God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
send grace and peace.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: MATTHEW 1:23

Alleluia, alleluia!

The virgin will give birth to a son;

his name will be Emmanuel: God is with us.
Alleluia!

THE GOSPEL: MATTHEW 1:18-24
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother
Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came
to live together she was found to be with child
through the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a
man of honour and wanting to spare her publicity,
decided to divorce her informally. He had made up
his mind to do this when the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, and said 'Joseph son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your
wife, because she has conceived what is in her by
the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you
must name him Jesus, because he is the one who is
to save his people from their sins.' Now all this took
place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through
the prophet:

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and
they will call him Emmanuel, a name which means
'God-is-with-us'. When Joseph woke up he did what
the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he took his
wife to his home.

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Joseph,
do not
be afraid
to take
Mary as
your wife.

She will
give birth
to a son,
Emmanuel:
God-is-
with-us.



PARISH NOTICES

CHANGE OF PARISH OFFICE OPENING HOURS:
From the beginning of 2026, the Parish Office will be
closed on Fridays. While our Parish Secretary,
Jo Cartwright, will not be in the office on Fridays,
Fr. Treesen, Sister Helen and myself may be there
but this cannot be guaranteed due to other pastoral
duties. Contact can be made via the usual channels:
telephone (leave a message), email or the parish
website contact form. Parish Office hours will
continue to be Monday to Thursday, 8:30am to
3:00pm. ~ Fr. Peter Blayney

CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPES: Envelopes
are available at the back of the Church for
parishioners who would like to make a Christmas
offering.

GRAB YOUR FREE COPY OF THE CATHOLIC
OUTLOOK MAGAZINE! The latest quarterly edition
of the Catholic Outlook Magazine is out now, keeping
you connected with exciting news and events in the
Diocese of Parramatta.

SMART TAP TO DONATE DEVICE is installed
inside the church near the front glass doors. The
Smart Tap can be used to make donations to the
parish. There are four options from which to
choose when making a donation: $5.00, $10.00,
$20.00 or “Other Amount” (selected by the donor).
This way of donating has been used regularly by
parishioners and visitors. On behalf of the Parish
Finance Committee, | thank everybody for their
generosity.

MASS INTENTIONS: To prevent confusion and
assumptions, could parishioners clearly identify if a
Mass intention, for publication in the Bulletin, is either
Recently Deceased, Anniversary or Deceased.
It would also be helpful if names were printed clearly
on the envelope. Printed envelopes are available
at the back of the Church. Thank you for your
co-operation.

CHURCH CLEANLINESS: A friendly reminder to
keep the house of the Lord clean by taking all your
rubbish with you at the conclusion of Holy Mass —
this includes all used tissues. Thank you for your
co-operation.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: Will be held in the
Confessional Room every Saturday from 4:30pm to
5:15pm.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Will be held on
Fridays, after the 9:15am Mass, for one hour,
concluding with Benediction. This hour will be a quiet
time of prayer and reflection.
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ST. PATRICK’S PARISH, GUILDFORD

CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES - 2025

Christmas Eve - Wednesday, 24 December

5:30pm Vigil Mass

11:45pm Sri Lankan Mass
Christmas Day - Thursday, 25 December

8:00am and 10:00am

New year’s Eve — Wednesday, 31 December

11:30pm Benediction

New Year’'s Day — Thursday, 1 January

12 Midnight Sri Lankan Mass

THE CHURCH WILL BE CLOSED FROM FRIDAY,
26 DECEMBER 2025 TO SATURDAY,
27 DECEMBER 2025.

NORMAL MASS TIMETABLE RESUMES AT
5:30PM ON SATURDAY, 27 DECEMBER 2025.

THE CHURCH WILL BE CLOSED FROM MONDAY,
29 DECEMBER 2025 TO WEDNESDAY,
31 DECEMBER 2025 INCLUSIVE.

NORMAL MASS TIMETABLE RESUMES FROM
THURSDAY, 1 JANUARY 2026 AT 9:15AM.

THE ADVENT - CHRISTMAS - EPIPHANY
SEASON that we Christians celebrate is not
simply the observance of events from the past
nor is it a sentimental birthday of ‘baby Jesus’.
It is much more. It is a celebration of God’s
self-revelation in Jesus the Christ, Emmanuel -
God who was with people in the past, with us in
the present and for all time into the future.
God’s love is made visible to us in and through
Jesus. Our celebration of Christmas cannot be
separated from the Paschal Mystery - the
passion, death and resurrection of Jesus, his
ascension into heaven and the sending of the
Holy Spirit. For three hundred years the Church
only celebrated this Paschal Mystery. The crib,
the cross and the crown are interwoven and
cannot be separated.

Let us pray for one another during this holy
time and for all our brothers and sisters
throughout the world.



Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv DD STL
Bishop of Parramatta

Bethany Centre, 470 Church St, Parramatta NSW 2150, Australia

PO Box 3066, North Parramatta, NSW 1750
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15 December 2025

Dear Brothers and Sisters

The tragedy at Bondi Beach yesterday has shocked and deeply saddened our entire community,
with many carrying fear, grief and unanswered questions.

Such violence is a grave assault on human dignity and can never be justified. We condemn this act
unequivocally and reject all hatred that seeks to harm innocent people. There is no place for
antisemitism, especially in Australia.

Together with all people, and with the wisdom of the Holy Spirit, we stand in solidarity with the
Jewish community and pray for all those affected — those who have lost their lives or been injured,
and the many individuals, families and communities whose lives have been changed in an instant.

We also pray for the first responders, healthcare workers, and members of the public who acted
with courage and compassion in the face of danger — protecting others, offering help and bringing
calm and support amid uncertainty. These acts of self-giving love and care reflect the very best of
our humanity, our shared values, and our hope for each other.

Let us continue to offer our care, compassion and prayers, calling on Mary, our Mother and Queen
of Peace, to intercede for us.

At times like this, it is vital that we do not allow fear or anger to divide us. Violence, retaliation and
discrimination are never the answer, even in the face of terrorism and antisemitism.

As Pope Leo XIV reminds us, peace is “an unarmed peace and a disarming peace, humble and
persevering. It comes from God, God who loves us all unconditionally.” This is the peace to which
we are called, even when the path is difficult.

| invite our Diocesan community to pray for healing, for comfort for all who mourn, and for a
renewed commitment to unity, mutual respect and peace across our diverse faiths and cultures.
May we continue to stand together against violence in all its forms. May God be close to all who
are suffering, and may His peace rest upon our community.

Yours sincerely in Christ

Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv.
Bishop of Parramatta



