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13 & 14 December 2025
3rd Sunday of Advent — Year A

WEEKLY TIMETABLE
Sunday Masses:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30pm
Sunday: 8:00am and 10:00am
Weekday Masses:
Tuesday: 9:15am
Wednesday: 9:15am
Thursday: 9:15am
Friday: 9:15am
Sacrament of Penance:
Saturday: 4:30pm to 5:15pm

Eucharistic Adoration:
Friday: After the 9:15am Mass, for one hour,
concluding with Benediction

@ Mass Intentions @

Recently Deceased:
Susan Rowan, Daniel Tui, Souraya
Hassan, Paolo Cocco, Gaetano Di Carlo

Anniversaries:
Thomas Lay, John D’Silva, Felix
Gonsalves, Edy Hitanaya, Albert Hitanaya,
George Ghosn & Deceased Family,
Carmen Desira

Deceased:

Jeanette Love, Danielle Jan Abaquita,
Danilo Abaquita, Serinuss Fernando.
Margaret & Hugh Munro, Francis Oliver,
Edgar Montclar, Rima & Bassima Hanna &
Family, Peter, Janette, Eid, Katia & George
Majed & Family, Elias, Tony, Peter, Tony &
Family, Tokavahua, Falaeo & Faupala
Families, Joseph Kusitino Tukana & Family,
Soane & Doris Kikanoi & Family, Katalina
Lea’Kina Tuini Fatu & Family, Petelo
Sanele Tui & Family, Sononefa, Falakiko,
Leaha, Joselito & Keletaona Families,
Eukalio, Palemila & Tokavahua Families,
Kalala Kamilo Gata & Family, Eukalio,
Palemila, Suliana & Fugolei Families, Holy
Souls in Purgatory

ic Parish of St Patrick Gui
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To Live, Love and Act
Like Jesus Email:
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Parish Office Hours:

Monday-Thursday: 8:30am to 3:00pm
§ Friday: 8:30am to 2:00pm

St. Patrick’s Primary School
Principal: Mr. Steven Jones

Phone: 8728.7300
stpatsquildford@parra.catholic.edu.au

Website:
www. stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au

Baptisms: Please contact the

Parish Office by telephone
(9632.2672) to arrange a
Baptism. Baptisms are held

every 2nd and 4th Sundays of
the month at 11:15am, or during
any Sunday Mass, to be
negotiated with the Parish Priest.
Baptism Preparation will be
explained when you contact the
Parish Office.

PARISH PRAYER

Loving God we thank you for being with us
always. Open our hearts to hear your voice.

Help us, Lord, to make this Parish a place of
mercy and hope, where all feel welcomed,
loved, respected, forgiven and encouraged.

In your love and wisdom, help and guide all
of us to be good ambassadors for Christ, both
in service to others and in proclaiming the
Gospel.

Send your Holy Spirit among us Lord so that
we may be filled with your grace and peace as
we go about our lives in this world.

We pray in the name of Jesus.

Amen



1ST READING: ISAIAH 35:1-6, 10
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, let the
wasteland rejoice and bloom, let it bring forth flowers
like the jonquil, let it rejoice and sing for joy.

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it, the splendour
of Carmel and Sharon; they shall see the glory of the
Lord, the splendour of our God.

Strengthen all weary hands, steady all trembling
knees and say to all faint hearts, '‘Courage! Do not be
afraid.

'Look your God is coming, vengeance is coming, the
retribution of God; he is coming to save you.

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, the ears
of the deaf unsealed, then the lame shall leap like a
deer and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy, for
those the Lord has ransomed shall return.

They will come to Zion shouting for joy, everlasting joy
on their faces; joy and gladness will go with them and
sorrow and lament be ended.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: PS 145:6-10

Response: Foryou, O Lord, my soul in stillness
waits, truly my hope is in you.

It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,
who is just to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. R.

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,
who raises up those who are bowed down,
the Lord, who protects the stranger

and upholds the widow and orphan. R.

It is the Lord who loves the just
but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The Lord will reign for ever,

Zion's God, from age to age. R.

2ND READING: JAMES 5:7-10
A reading from the letter of St. James

Be patient, brothers, until the Lord's coming. Think of
a farmer: how patiently he waits for the precious fruit
of the ground until it has had the autumn rains and the
spring rains! You too have to be patient; do not lose
heart, because the Lord's coming will be soon. Do not
make complaints against one another, brothers, so as
not to be brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge
is already to be seen waiting at the gates. For your
example, brothers, in submitting with patience, take
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ISAIAH 61:1
(LUKE 4:18)

Alleluia, alleluia!

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;

he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.
Alleluia!

THE GOSPEL: MATTHEW 11:2-11
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing
and he sent his disciples to ask him, 'Are you the one
who is to come, or have we got to wait for someone
else?' Jesus answered, 'Go back and tell John what
you hear and see; the blind see again, and the lame
walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the
dead are raised to life and the Good News is
proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the man who
does not lose faith in me.'

As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk
to the people about John: 'What did you go out into
the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the breeze?
No? Then what did you go out to see? A man
wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine
clothes are to be found in palaces. Then what did you
go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, | tell you, and
much more than a prophet: he is the one of whom
scripture says: Look, | am going to send my
messenger before you; he will prepare your way
before you. | tell you solemnly, of all the children born
of women, a greater than John the Baptist has never
been seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he is.'

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

‘Courage!’
Do not be
afraid.

‘Look your
God is
coming,
he is
coming to
save you'



PARISH NOTICES

CHANGE OF PARISH OFFICE OPENING HOURS:
From the beginning of 2026, the Parish Office will be
closed on Fridays. While our Parish Secretary,
Jo Cartwright, will not be in the office on Fridays,
Fr. Treesen, Sister Helen and myself may be there
but this cannot be guaranteed due to other pastoral
duties. Contact can be made via the usual channels:
telephone (leave a message), email or the parish
website contact form. Parish Office hours will
continue to be Monday to Thursday, 8:30am to
3:00pm. ~ Fr. Peter Blayney

CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPES: Envelopes
are available at the back of the Church for
parishioners who would like to make a Christmas
offering.

GRAB YOUR FREE COPY OF THE CATHOLIC
OUTLOOK MAGAZINE! The latest quarterly edition
of the Catholic Outlook Magazine is out now, keeping
you connected with exciting news and events in the
Diocese of Parramatta.

LITURGICAL ROSTER: The new Liturgical Roster is
now available to be collected from the Sacristy.

MANNING FOUNDATION CHRISTMAS APPEAL:
Once again Christmas is almost here, and as always,
it is a special time for families. This, therefore, is your
opportunity to help others in our parish who are in
need. One way is by bringing food donations to Mass
during Advent and placing them in the baskets under
the Christmas Tree. Some examples of food items
are: breakfast cereal, long life milk, tinned fruit/
vegetables/soup, pasta, rice, jam, honey, coffee,
tea, sugar, etc. Please check that the items you
donate are in date. Due to health regulations please
NO ITEMS THAT CONTAIN NUTS OR TRACES
OF NUTS. “The Lord is with you and has greatly
blessed you” (Luke 1:28).

SMART TAP TO DONATE DEVICE is installed
inside the church near the front glass doors. The
Smart Tap can be used to make donations to the
parish. There are four options from which to
choose when making a donation: $5.00, $10.00,
$20.00 or “Other Amount” (selected by the donor).
This way of donating has been used regularly by
parishioners and visitors. On behalf of the Parish
Finance Committee, | thank everybody for their
generosity.

MASS INTENTIONS: To prevent confusion and
assumptions, could parishioners clearly identify if a
Mass intention, for publication in the Bulletin, is either
Recently Deceased, Anniversary or Deceased.
It would also be helpful if names were printed clearly
on the envelope. Printed envelopes are available
at the back of the Church. Thank you for your
co-operation.

CHURCH CLEANLINESS: A friendly reminder to
keep the house of the Lord clean by taking all your
rubbish with you at the conclusion of Holy Mass —
this includes all used tissues. Thank you for your
co-operation.

ST. PATRICK’S PARISH, GUILDFORD

CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES - 2025

Christmas Eve - Wednesday, 24 December

5:30pm Vigil Mass

11:45pm Sri Lankan Mass
Christmas Day - Thursday, 25 December

8:00am and 10:00am

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE FOR
CHRISTMAS 2025

Saturday 20 December
9:30am-11:00am and
4:30pm-5:15pm

New year’s Eve — Wednesday, 31 December

11:30pm Benediction

New Year’s Day — Thursday, 1 January

12 Midnight Sri Lankan Mass

THE CHURCH WILL BE CLOSED FROM FRIDAY,
26 DECEMBER 2025 TO SATURDAY,
27 DECEMBER 2025.

NORMAL MASS TIMETABLE RESUMES AT
5:30PM ON SATURDAY, 27 DECEMBER 2025.

THE CHURCH WILL BE CLOSED FROM MONDAY,
29 DECEMBER 2025 TO WEDNESDAY,
31 DECEMBER 2025 INCLUSIVE.

NORMAL MASS TIMETABLE RESUMES FROM
THURSDAY, 1 JANUARY 2026 AT 9:15AM.

DIOCESAN NOTICES

MIGRANT JUBILEE CROSS VISITS THE DIOCESE
OF PARRAMATTA: To mark the end of the Jubilee
Year, the Vatican’s Migrant Jubilee Cross will be
visiting several parishes in the Diocese of Parramatta
from 5-11 January. For one week, the Diocese of
Parramatta will come alive with celebrations that
recognise the faith, gifts and resilience of migrant
communities who have enriched our parishes, schools
and communities. Bring your friends and family to
experience the Migrant Jubilee Cross Pilgrimage at a
parish near you. Learn more at: parracatholic.org/
migrant-jubilee-cross.

POSITION VACANT:

Catholic Chaplain — Catholic Care Western Sydney
and the Blue Mountains

More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs



DIOCESAN AND COMMUNITY NOTICES

SING A NEW SONG MUSIC WORKSHOP FOR
CHILDREN - 21 JANUARY: Do you have a child in
Year 4-12? Invite them to come along to our ‘Sing
A New Song Holiday Music Workshop’, for a fun day
of singing and exploration of sacred music. The
workshop will be held on Wednesday, 21 January
from 9:30am to 2:00pm at St. Patrick’s Cathedral Hall,
Parramatta. Morning tea and lunch provided. Student
participants will form a choir that will sing at the
Solemn Mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral Parramatta on
Sunday, 25 January at 11:00am. To register, please
visit: https://forms.office.com/r/lOURuFAeThA.

DIOCESAN WORLD DAY OF THE SICK -
11 FEBRUARY: A Mass for the World Day of the
Sick, including the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick, will be held at 11:00am on 11 February 2026 at
St. Patrick’'s Church, Mary, Queen of the Family
Parish, Blacktown. All are welcome, including those
who may be sick, and those who care for the sick and
dying and health care professionals. To register,
please visit: parracatholic.org/events/diocesan-
world-day-of-the-sick-mass/.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS ACROSS THE DIOCESE -
13 & 14 DECEMBER: Looking for Christmas carols
this Advent season? Embrace the spirit of Christmas
with our parish communities across the Diocese of
Parramatta this week from Toongabbie, Marayong,
Mulgoa, Penrith, the Hills and more! Visit:
parracatholic.org/events for more information.

MOUNT DRUITT COMBINED CHURCHES
CHRISTMAS DAY COMMUNITY LUNCH -
25 DECEMBER: Don’t spend Christmas alone. A free
Christmas Day lunch hosted by Mt. Druitt Combined
Churches on Thursday, 25 December from 11:00am,
with Holy Family Parish, Mt. Druitt as the venue host.
All are warmly welcome. Registration is essential.
For more information and to register, please visit:
https://lwww.facebook.com/
MtDruittChristmasLunch.

BAULKHAM HILLS CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON -
25 DECEMBER: The Parish of Baulkham Hills are
hosting a Christmas Lunch for anyone who will be on
their own on Christmas Day. You may be in town for a
visit, or just moved into the area, or may simply be
unable to share Christmas Day with your loved ones.
So come and share it with us. It will be held on
Thursday, 25 December in and around the
St. Michael’s Primary School Hall, and everyone is
welcome, families and individuals. But places are
limited, so you will need to register to attend.
For more information, contact the Parish Office
on 9639.0598 or

email: baulkhamhills@parracatholic.org.

CHRISTMAS AT ST. MARY’'S CATHEDRAL -
17-25 DECEMBER: All are invited to experience
St. Mary’s Cathedral and forecourt come alive from
Wednesday, 17 December to Christmas Day. The
Cathedral’'s fagade will be illuminated with the
timeless story of the Little Drummer Boy. Entry is free
and a great way to get into the Christmas spirit. Learn
more at: christmasatthecathedral.org.au.

LITURGICAL MINISTRY FORMATION COURSE
RETURNS FOR 2026: The Liturgical Ministry
Formation Course will be returning in February 2026.
To avoid disappointment, please send signed
enrolment forms to ofw@parracatholic.org before
Friday, 23 January. Please visit: parracatholic.org/
liturgical-ministry-course for more information
about this course.

CRANEBROOK PARISH CHRISTMAS NOVENA
MASSES - 15-24 DECEMBER: Corpus Christi Parish,
Cranebrook will be celebrating daily masses from
15 to 23 December as part of a Christmas Novena.
Masses will be held at 7:00pm on weekdays and
6:00pm on weekends and will have a special Mass
intention (theme) which will be the focus of our
prayers each day. A supper will be provided to the
community after each of these Masses and everyone
is welcome to attend. For more information, please
contact the Parish Office on 4730.1249 or email:
cranebrook@parracatholic.org.

ADVENT REFLECTION

One way of really enriching our Advent
Journey is to keep in mind the three comings
of Jesus, and how they relate to one another.

Jesus was born into our history - at a fixed
point in time in the past. Jesus come to us
now, in a whole variety of ways. Jesus
promised that he will come again in glory, at
the end of time.

Blessed be he who in his love stooped to
redeem mankind!
Blessed be the King who made himself
poor to

enrich the needy!
Blessed be he who came to fulfil
...... the types and emblems of the prophets!
Blessed be he who made creation rejoice
...... with the wealth and treasure of his father!
Blessed be he whose glory the dumb sang
with hosannas!
Blessed be he to whom little children sang
new glory
...... in hymns of praise!
Blessed be the new King who came
...... that new-born babes might glorify him!
Blessed be he unto whom children brought
faltering songs
...... to praise him among his disciples!

St. Ephraem the Syrian, 306-373



