
 

 

This is my Son, Fr. Peter Blayney - Parish Priest 
Sr. Helen Cunningham OP 

Pastoral Associate 

Parish Office: 32 Calliope Street 
                        Guildford  NSW  2161 
Parish Office Telephone: 9632.2672 
Email: 
admin@guildfordcatholicchurch.org.au 
Website: 
www.guildfordcatholicchurch.org.au 
Manning Foundation: 0497 973 311 

Est. 1933 

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday: 8:30am to 3:00pm 

Friday: 8:30am to 2:00pm 

Closed daily: 12:30pm to 1:00pm 

18 & 19 September 2021 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time — Year B 

WEEKLY TIMETABLE 

  

 Sunday Masses: 
 Saturday Vigil:  5:30pm 

 Sunday:  8:00am & 10:00am 

  

 Weekday Masses: 
 Wednesday:  9:15am 

 Thursday:  9:15am 

 Friday:  9:15am 

  

 Confessions: 
 By appointment only. 
 Please call the Parish Office on phone: 
 9632.2672 

Baptisms: Please contact the          
Parish Office by telephone to       
arrange a Baptism. Baptisms are 
held every 2nd and 4th Sunday of 
the month at 11:15am, or during 
any Sunday Mass, to be negotiated 
with the Parish Priest. Baptism 
preparation will be explained when 
you contact the Parish Office. 
Booklets need to be obtained 
from the Parish Office prior to 
the preparation. 

St. Patrick’s Primary School 
Principal: Mr. Steven Jones 

Phone: 8728.7300 
Email: 

stpatsguildford@parra.catholic.edu.au 
Website: 

www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au 

To Live, Love and Act 
Like Jesus 

 

 

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions 

 

 

 

Recently Deceased: 
Gerry Pinto, Alfred Wheeler, Nicholas Shaw, 
Aldo Emer, James Saad, Dorothy Smith, 
Pastor Peter Chan (Fellowship of Christ 
Church, Toongabbie), Jack Harb, Lena 
Spiteri, Marie Hodsdon 

 

 

 

Anniversaries: 
 

Margaret Wonson, Graeme Mansour, Clare 
McMahon 

 

 

 

Deceased: 
 

Mary Jane Axiak, Holy Souls in Purgatory 

 

 

PARISH PRAYER 

 
 

Loving God we thank you for being with us     
always. Open our hearts to hear your voice. 
 
Help us, Lord, to make this Parish a place of 
mercy and hope, where all feel welcomed, 
loved, respected, forgiven and encouraged. 
 
In your love and wisdom, help and guide all 
of us to be good ambassadors for Christ, 
both in service to others and in proclaiming 
the Gospel. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit among us Lord so that 
we may be filled with your grace and peace 
as we go about our lives in this world. 
 
We pray in the name of Jesus. 
 
Amen 



 

 

1ST READING: WISDOM 2:12, 17-20 

A reading from the book of Wisdom 

 

The godless say to themselves, 
'Let us lie in wait for the virtuous man, since he       
annoys us and opposes our way of life, 
reproaches us for our breaches of the law 

and accuses us of playing false to our upbringing. 
Let us see if what he says is true, 
let us observe what kind of end he himself will have. 
If the virtuous man is God's son, God will take his part 
and rescue him from the clutches of his enemies. 
Let us test him with cruelty and with torture, 
and thus explore this gentleness of his 

and put his endurance to the proof. 
Let us condemn him to a shameful death 

since he will be looked after - we have his word for it.' 
 

The word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: PS 53:3-6, 8 

 

Response: The Lord upholds my life. 
 

O God, save me by your name; 
by your power, uphold my cause. 
O God, hear my prayer; 
listen to the words of my mouth. R. 
 

For proud men have risen against me, 
ruthless men seek my life. 
They have no regard for God. R. 
 

But I have God for my help. 
The Lord upholds my life. 
I will sacrifice to you with willing heart 
and praise your name for it is good. R. 
 

2ND READING: JAMES 3:16 - 4:3 

A reading from the letter of St. James 

 

Wherever you find jealousy and ambition, you find 
disharmony, and wicked things of every kind being 
done; whereas the wisdom that comes down from 
above is essentially something pure; it also makes for 
peace, and is kindly and considerate; it is full of     
compassion and shows itself by doing good; nor is 
there any trace of partiality or hypocrisy in it.        
Peacemakers, when they work for peace, sow the 
seeds which will bear fruit in holiness. 
Where do these wars and battles between yourselves 
first start? Isn't it precisely in the desires fighting inside 
your own selves? You want something and you     
haven't got it; so you are prepared to kill. You have an 
ambition that you cannot satisfy; so you fight to get 
your way by force. Why you don't have what you want 
is because you don't pray for it; when you do pray and 
don't get it, it is because you have not prayed       
properly, you have prayed for something to indulge 
your own desires. 
 

The word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME- YEAR B 

Published with permission under licence agreement from Liturgia 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 
CF 2 THESSALONIANS 2:14 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
God has called us with the gospel 
to share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Alleluia! 
 

 

THE GOSPEL: MARK 9:30-37 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

After leaving the mountain Jesus and his disciples 
made their way through Galilee; and he did not want 
anyone to know, because he was instructing his      
disciples; he was telling them, 'The Son of Man will be 
delivered into the hands of men; they will put him to 
death; and three days after he has been put to death 
he will rise again.' But they did not understand what 
he said and were afraid to ask him. 
They came to Capernaum, and when he was in the 
house he asked them, 'What were you arguing about 
on the road?' They said nothing because they had 
been arguing which of them was the greatest. So he 
sat down, called the Twelve to him and said, 'If         
anyone wants to be first, he must make himself last of 
all and servant of all.' He then took a little child, set 
him in front of them, put his arms round him, and said 
to them, 'Anyone who welcomes one of these little 
children in my name, welcomes me; and anyone who 
welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent 
me.' 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

Anyone who welcomes 

one of these little children, 

welcomes me; 

and anyone who welcomes 
me, welcomes the one 

who sent me. 



 

 

PARISH NOTICESPARISH NOTICESPARISH NOTICESPARISH NOTICES 

 

MIGRANT AND REFUGEE SUNDAY 2021                
— 26 SEPTEMBER: On 26 September, the       
Catholic Church around the world celebrates the 
World Day of Migrants and Refugees (also known 
as Migrant and Refugee Sunday). Pope Francis 
invites us to work Towards an Ever Wider “We” and 
embrace the resilience and contribution of Migrants 
and Refugees to the church and society. The 
“Diocesan Journey… Walking with Refugees” team 
invites you to a Virtual Diocesan Conversation 
with Refugees on 26 September from 3:00pm to 
4:15pm. RSVP via www.bit.do/diocesan-refugee. 
Find more information and resources at               
migrants-refugees.va and acmro.catholic.org.au. 
 

THANK YOU FOR CARING FOR OUR RETIRED 
CLERGY: Thanks to your kind and compassionate 
support, the Clergy Support Foundation can           
continue to ensure our priests’ physical, emotional, 
and mental wellbeing is nurtured. And, where       
needed, support our ageing priests’ daily living, 
health care and medical expenses; along with home 
comforts and essentials for living well. The Clergy 
Foundation Committee is very grateful for your     
generous donations over the last few weeks, both 
via online portal or by mail, which have raised just 
on $60,000.00 as of Thursday, 9 September, about 
a third of our way to our target. Hopefully we will 
soon be able to hold the appeal in our parishes. 
Thanks again and if you haven’t yet made a           
donation and would like to, please visit                 
parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal or call 
8838.3482. 
 

CATHOLIC EARTHCARE AUSTRALIA has 
launched a campaign encouraging Catholics to     
embrace the Church’s Season of Creation next 
month by taking photos of their actions for the        
environment and publishing them online. The       
campaign is inspired by the Church’s Laudato Si’ 
action goals” and in support the Australian Catholic 
bishops’ latest Social Justice Statement, Cry of the 
Earth, Cry of the Poor. It will see community       
members take a photo of their actions for the         
environment – gardens growing, treading gently 
with resources, being in nature, a place they love – 
and share on Instagram or Facebook with the 
hashtag, #care4ourcommonhome. Catholic        
Earthcare will stream the actions being undertaken 
across schools, parishes and families via its        
website, to show the collective efforts of the         
community this Season of Creation, 1 September to 
4 October. “Our Catholic Earthcare Australia       
programs are growing,” said Sue Martin, Catholic 
Earthcare Australia Co-Ordinator. “Catholic       
Earthcare schools, youth and parishes and          
families program are all now active and support        
our purpose to hear the cry of the earth and the cry 
of the poor. The #act4ourcommonhome campaign 
is a way for the Catholic community to come       
together as a collective. All of our small actions     
together will be a powerful response to the cry of 
the earth and the cry of the poor,” she said. Catholic 
Earthcare is a  program of Caritas Australia.        
Details: #act4ourcommonhome  [Cath News, 
19.8.21] 

DIOCESAN NOTICESDIOCESAN NOTICESDIOCESAN NOTICESDIOCESAN NOTICES 

 

BIBLICAL-THEOLOGICAL ESSAYS ON THE         
PANDEMIC: Seeing how distressed his parishioners 
were at being locked out of their church, Fr. Joseph 
(Joe) Lam, Parish Priest of St. Finbar’s Parish in      
Glenbrook has written a book of reflections to help 
them cope and even find goodness that might come 
from the pandemic. He’s also donating the proceeds 
of the book, I Will Cause My Spirit To Enter You And 
You Shall Live: Biblical Theological Essays on the          
Pandemic to the Diocese of Parramatta’s Clergy 
Support Foundation. For over 15 years, Fr. Joe has 
lectured theology in Germany, Italy, Belgium, Africa, 
the US and Australia. He has authored six               
monographs and over 60 peer-reviewed articles in 
German, English, Italian and Spanish. Costs 
$AUD9.99 plus postage. It can be purchased       
directly from Fr. Joe. To order a copy, email 
Fr .Joe at: joseph.lam@parracatholic.org. 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL FORMATION AND     
TRAINING SESSION - 22 SEPTEMBER: The next 
Parish, Deanery and Diocesan Pastoral Council       
Formation and Training Session will be held on 
Wednesday, 22 September at 7:30pm via Zoom. This 
session will be on listening to the signs of the times in 
the local neighbourhood, hosted by Raimie             
Caramancion from the Mission Enhancement Team. 
Register at https://tinyurl.com/29ru2hu9. For any    
further information, please contact Tanya Quinn on                                 
tanya.quinn@parracatholic.org or call 0459 133 665. 
 

SIGN THE PETITION TO WELCOME 20,000          
REFUGEES FLEEING AFGHANISTAN: In a sign of 
unity, major Australian church denominations and 
Christian organisations have come together to urge 
the Prime Minister to provide a special intake of an         
additional 20,000 refugees fleeing Afghanistan and 
support the ongoing wellbeing of all Afghan refugees 
and their families. For more information and to sign 
the petition go to www.unitedforafghanistan.com/?
partner=dioceseparramatta. 
 

OFFICE FOR SAFEGUARDING OFFERING 
ONLINE TRAINING TO KEEP OUR PARISHES 
SAFE: The Office for Safeguarding is providing an 
opportunity for all of us to develop our awareness 
and skills in ensuring our parishes are safe and      
welcoming places for all. The team are currently    
offering accompanied online training courses 
throughout September and October. If you are       
interested or have any questions about the           
Safeguarding training, please email our               
Safeguarding Office on: 
safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org or 
maria.kervin@parracatholic.org. 
 

AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED: A message from 
Aid to the Church in Need Australia: One Million 
Children Praying the Rosary: ACN invites you to 
join the prayer campaign ‘One Million Children      
Praying the Rosary’ for unity and peace in the world 
on 18 October. Be part of this prayer campaign and 
join many others! Register and learn more at 
www.aidtochurch.org/one-million-children. 
 



 

 

 

PASTORAL LETTER TO THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF WESTERN SYDNEY 

AND THE BLUE MOUNTAINS 

 “I am with you always” Matthew 28:20 

 

My dear young people of Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains 

 

I write to you today from my own small apartment in Harris Park, in one of countless LGAs of concern across       
Sydney. COVID cases are frighteningly high in suburbs surrounding me. Like you, I have been locked down for 
almost 12 weeks and my balcony, with its small makeshift garden has become an intimate place of respite from 
the concrete walls of my building. 
I want to let you know that I have been thinking deeply about the situation we share. There is no doubt that the 
restrictions and subsequent impact on your life, family, and friends is being felt just as strongly by you. It’s OK to 
feel angry, emotional, overly dependent or withdrawn. I imagine, too, that you’re overhearing the stress that your 
parents, guardians, or roommates are under with home schooling, working from home, loss of income, relationship 
strain, loneliness or even too many people living too closely together. 
I can’t imagine what the loss of important milestones in your life might feel like at this time, but I do know that 
through the example of Jesus you will be resilient, adaptive and bounce back. His resurrection is proof that there is 
always light in the darkness. 
Most heartbreaking for me in recent weeks has been what reports are calling the “shadow pandemic”. Each day 
more than 40 children and teenagers from our own backyard are being rushed to emergency departments due to 
self-harm and mental health problems. 
We’ve put so many things on hold - during this time - that give us hope. Hope is what gives us the most joy in life 
and sometimes on our worst days I know it can feel like we’re just not moving anywhere and progressing. Anxiety, 
depression, and far worse, is on the rise. 
During this time, please, keep talking. Whether it be face-to-face around the dinner table or over the phone or 
Zoom. Please, also keep walking and keep active. Walk with a friend who lives nearby or someone you live with. 
Exercise is so good for our mental health and our bodies. It gets us out of the four walls that can feel oppressive, 
dark, and confined, and into the sunlight that is warm on our face and the fresh air moving through our lungs. 
This R U OK?Day, I encourage you to consider going a little more deeply in supporting each other and turn that 
one, simple, but potentially powerful question into a true conversation. 
I’m also pleased to share with you a website we launch today called With You (parracatholic.org/withyou) a       
collection of new initiatives we’ve developed to journey with you, accompanied by some outstanding resources 
that I pray will find, and grow that sense of HOPE in your hearts during these challenging times. This includes     
content from some wonderful organisations. Remember that there is absolutely no shame in reaching out to them 
for help.  
I will continue to pray for you and your good health. May you find continued peace and serenity during these      
troubled times. As scripture reminds us, we are not to be afraid nor dismayed, for our Lord is with us wherever we 
go. I have found great comfort lately in reflecting on the scriptural account of the ‘Journey to Emmaus’ and            
particularly turning my mind to how the disciples felt on the road and knowing that they could share with each other 
their doubts and struggles that the Lord became present to them. In such company they journeyed on to Eucharist 
and then mission. We have so much to look forward to together. 

In Christ 
 

Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv 

Bishop of Parramatta 

Given at Parramatta on 9 September 2021 


